


PRICE TEN ii ; ny —reay 4H K Winies VOL. Ill. NO. 4. — 30, 1916 


IMID-WEEK 
PICTORIAL 


aN ™~ 


The New French Anti-Aircraft Gun. 
A French rapid-fire gun of small calibre but capable of extremely rapid discharge, mounted on rotary 
standard and served by a crew of two or three; the gun has been unusually effective against aircraft. 
(From a Privately Loaned French Army Photograph.) 
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The Situation 
(Week ending March 27, 1916) 


ILITARY interest during the 
M week has been divided betwee 
the continued efforts of the 
Germans to break through northwes: 
of Verdun, and a new Russian offen 
sive which has been developing along a 
seventy-mile front south of Dvinsk. In 
the Verdun sector the Germans havr 
made some slight gains, wresting Hau- 
court Hill from Joffre’s men after a 
long fight, and apparently raising their 
week’s total of prisoners to nearly 
3,000. On the Russian front, near Lake 
Narocz, however, the Germans are re- 
ported to have lost three lines of 
trenches and more than 1,000 prisoners 
after desperate fighting, while in Gal- 
icia the Austrians had to abandon an 
important point on the Dniester after 
defending it for six months. On the 
whole the week’s events seem to have 
left honors fairly even. 

In judging the strategic situation, 
however, it is impossible to ignore the 
progressive weakening of the German 
offensive at Verdun. Five weeks have 
passed, and each week the Germans 
have won less ground than the week be- 
fore, until the gain of the last seven 
days may be called infinitesimal so far 
as any bearing upon the end of the war 
is concerned. The Crown Prince’s ar- 
tillery has pounded in vain upon the 
Malancourt - Bethincourt salient; the 
French at this writing still hold Dead 
Man’s Hill, which that movement was 
intended to flank. 

Of late the Germans have been more 
sparing both of their shells and of 
their infantry, giving rise to the im- 
pression that they are either unable or 
unwilling to spend these as lavishly as 
they did in the first days of the great 
battle. In other ways the week has 
deepened the belief that the battle of 
Verdun marks a decisive check to the 
German cause, much as Gettysburg 
marked the turn of the tide in our 
civil war. 

Russia’s sudden offensive may or 
may not be intended as a counter-irri- 
tant to relieve Verdun, but it is cer- 
tain that the team work of the Entente 
Allies is improving, and that the dif- 
ferent fronts are likely to act in still 
closer harmony after the important con- 
ference of high officials now in session 
at Paris. 

Whatever the motive and strength be- 
hind the Russian move, it has already 
resulted in a considerable advance at 
two important points, one north, the 
other south, of Dvinsk. One of these is 
at Jacobstadt, which protects the line 
from Dvinsk northward to Riga; the 
other is in the Narocz Lake region and 
defends the positions southward to 
Vilna. By trying to break through in 
the latter region the Russians threaten 
the railway that serves the Germans at 
Dvinsk, and the Germans seem to have 
made preparations for its possible loss 
by removing their supply stations to a 
point west of Novo Alexandrovsk. An- 
other week may bring developments of 
fresh interest in that quarter. 

The doings of the Grand Duke's 
forces in Asia Minor have been shroud- 
ed by a veil of silence for the last seven 
days, except for a few official gener- 
al ve. of an optimistic nature. Accom- 
plisu.ed facts are likely to be achieved 

hut campaign before the world ge s 
preliminary details concerning them 
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A Look Ahead at the New Campaign South of Riga 
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The Riga-Dvinsk frant shaw 


T has been said that the German of- 
fensive at Verdun has not caused 
the main French reserves to be 

drawn upon. Local reserves and field 
artillery, with some heavy artillery of 
place, have alone been used in the de- 
fense. The French mobile heavy artil- 
lery, of the existence of which the Ger- 
mans evidently have strong doubts, has 
not been used at all, as it is an offen- 
sive, and not a defensive, weapon, and 
its position on a battle front destined to 
sudden modifications would be too haz- 
ardous, 


And what is now true of the con- 
centrated forces at Verdun was be- 
ginning to be true of the more diversi- 
fied forces on the Russo-Teutonic front 
at the time of the Austro-German of- 
fensive there last November. This of- 
fensive, while launched with the direct 
objective of linking up strategic posi- 
tions on the Russian front, had the 
more comprehensive motive of forcing 
Russia to employ the men she had 
been drilling in the interior for the last 
six months and to deplete her supplies. 


This offensive, although it taxed Rus- 
sia’s prepared resources to a certain 
extent, fell to pieces at the end of the 
month, with what little effect upon 
Russian men and munitions is shown 
by the fact that ere the new year be- 
gan Russia was launching a prodigious 
offensive through Armenia. This of- 
fensive, which was initiated to serve 
as a deterrent against the threatened 
Turko-German attack on Egypt, planned 
to take place last month, has not, how- 
ever, even at Erzerum, called into play 
Russia’s stock of mobile heavy artil- 
lery. 

Hence there is no surprise among 
military men that, after attempting to 
consolidate her positions in Bukowina, 
Galicia, in the Government of Volhynia, 
and at certain hazardous places north 
through the Pinsk marshes and the 
Tirul swamps to the Gulf of Riga, Rus- 
sia has now shown indications of be- 
ginning a determined and well-organ- 
ized offensive, supported by plenty of 
mobile heavy artillery, to be used when 
the Teutonic fortified positions shall be 
reached. That this offensive has been 
begun while the frost is still in the 
ground may or may not have been a 
sympathetic movement designed to de- 
tract from the German offensive at 
Verdun. The fact remains that the 
Russians were prepared to make it. 

In order to grasp the possible mag- 
nitude of the Russian offensive along 
this line of 700 miles, extending from 
the Gulf of Riga to the Rumanian fron- 





tier, it is necessary to understand the 
full extent of the German failure of 
last November and what defensive 
preparations the Teutons have made 
against attack, for it is a pretty well- 
established opinion among military men 
that neither Germany nor Austria con- 
templates further occupation of terri- 
tory in Russia; the distances between 
the front and bases are already hazard- 
ously Tong. 

According to the Russian official re- 
port on the German operations during 
November, the offensive, which was 
principally confined to the line Dvina- 
Kehkau - Olai - Courland-Aa-Kemmern 
and the sea, with the direct objective of 
capturing territory at Kehkau-Olai and 
from Kemmern to the sea, and the in- 
direct objective of taking prisoners and 
supplies and generally exhausting Rus- 
sian resources, resulted as follows: 

No territory was captured, while the 
seizure of prisoners, ammunition, war 
transport, arms, and forage was in- 
significant. On the other hand, (1) “a 
severe blow was dealt the German 
morale, a fact confirmed by the state- 
ments of prisoners and by their gen- 
eral aspect, as well as by a transference 
of troops on the German front; (2) 
troops were drawn to the vanguard 
lines from the Dvinsk region, where 
the Russian attack met with no serious 
resistance; (3) the uncovering of the 
enemy’s positions along several miles, 
which led to their capture by the Rus- 
sian troops; (4) the strengthening of 
the fighting sections in the Riga dis- 
trict; and (5) the successful operation 
of the Russian fleet in the Gulf of 
liga, which dealt heavy blows at the 
enemy on shore and disturbed his mili- 
tary preparations by frequent bom- 
bardment with heavy guns.” 

The Russian tentative offensive be- 
gun in the early Winter in Bukowina, 
in order, it is supposed, to detract from 
the Austro-German-Bulgar offensive in 
Serbia and Montenegro, and the recent 
repetition of this movement, with a 
successful reoccupation of territory east 
of Vilna and south of Dvinsk, as well 
as feints made in the Riga sector, have 
established the fact that the Austrians 
and Germans have attempted to in- 
trench themselves along the entire 700 
miles, with strong fortified positions 
behind the intrenchments over the cen- 
tral sector all the way from Vilna south 
to the Pinsk swamps. 

Relying on the belief that the Rus- 
sians do not possess any large quantity 
of heavy mobile guns, the Germans, 
when their offensive gave out, at the 
end of last November, are said to have 














ng Jacobetadt and Lake ina scenes of the latest Russian ad innce. 


removed most of theirs from the east- 
ern front for work in France. 


Further facts are in the possession 
of the Russian General Staff: As a sup- 
port to not more than 3,500 rifles per 
mile, or a division of infantry (22,000 
men) to every six miles, the Germans 
are relying very largely on mechanical 
devices for defense, such as machine 
guns, the number of which all along 
the Russian front has been substan- 
tially increased in the last three months. 
Moreover, the Germans arg very prodi- 
gal in the provision of intrenchments; 
and it is judged that they have a very 
thoroughly organized system for em- 
ploying and directing labor, of which 
they obtain an ample supply by utiliz- 
ing prisoners and impressing the civil 
population. 

The defense of the long front, how- 
ever, depends very much on the facili- 
ties for lateral movements, by which 
reserves may be rapidly transported to 
the threatened points; the principle be- 
ing to minimize the dispersion of troops 
and to rely largely on reserves, which 
are posted at convenient centres. On 
the northern portion of the front down 
to Baranowitschi, the Germans are bet- 
ter served by the railway system, while 
south of that place the Rusisans have 
the advantage. Hence the efforts 
the former recently made to break 
through at Czartorysk and reach the 
junction at Sarni, the capture of which 
might enable them to gain possession 
of the line from Lemberg to Barano- 
witschi, via Rovno. 

For pictorial, if not geographical, 
convenience it seems best to treat of 
the Russian front in three sections, and 
of the northern section, which forms a 
curve from the sea southwest of Riga, 
first. 

This section is about 200 miles in 
length. It passes through the Tirul 
marshes and the Mitau forest, cutting 
the Mitau-Riga railway, and reaches 
the left bank of the Dvina opposite 
Oger. Thence it ascends the left bank 
as far as Dvinsk, which is protected by 
a slight salient. 

In their present offensive the Rus- 
sians have already made a dent in the 
line south of Dvinsk, occupying about 
thirty-two miles of territory. Should 
this dent become a salient angle of only 
ten miles vertical, the German line 
north of Dvinsk would be obliged to 
jeave the Tirul marshes, the Mitau for- 
est, and possibly sacrifice its positions 
on the Dvina. With sufficient pressure 
on the part of the Russians, a stard 
could hardly be made short of the o'¢ 
railway defense line of Kovno-V"” 
which is the central section uf the fron’ 
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“A German Attack Has Been Repulsed’’—An Unretouched Photograph 











in the Champagne district after an attack by the Germans has been stopped by the French gun-fire. Between : a French soldier, his head and shoulders showing above the barbed wire entanglement, is just about to go for- 
the French trenches, dimly seen behind the barbed wire in the foreground, and the German trenches, indicated y ward from the French trenches. 


Zu: 
by the white lines of chalky earth in the distance, may be seen the many bodies of the fallen Germans, mere black (Reproduced from an Unretouched Print from an Unretouched Private Negative.) a 
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Step by Step Over the Verdun Fgo 
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A sharpshooter at a listening post in an advanced French trench on the 
heights of the Meuse to the north of Verdun, where the battle first broke. 
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Advanced French defenses in the Bois de Cau 
the French were driven in the first two days figh 
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This map shows Verdun and all of the im- port 
shows the front before the battle; the dotted line 




















A view of the 


Meuse at Brabant, from which the French were driven early in the battle; it is northwest of Verdun. 












To the southeast of Verdun; a zigzag of 
to which the battle shifted in its second phase 
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ont—The Actual Points of Conflict 
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Caures, directly north of Verdun, from which 
fighting. 
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line shows the extreme German advance in the 


A French trench opposite Maucourt, northeast of Verdun; the fury 


of the first German bombardment was felt in full force here. 




















French trenches on the edge of the Woevre, The 


Village of Ornes in the hills to the northeast of Verdun; this position was occupied by the Germans on the fifth day 
(Photos © by Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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The marshes at Champneuville in the elbow of the Meuse; this position was taken in the second week’s fighting. 
































The valley of the Meuse, showing the famous Cote du Poivre, (Pepper Heights,) which on March 21 were still offi- 
cially claimed by the French. 


Step by Step 
Front-—Scenes 
Phase of the 
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A French trench through the heart of Dou- 
lage of Verdun; it was here that the terrific 
mont took place. ‘ 
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French trenches and defensive works on 
sweep of the river between Vaucherauville and 
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Over the Verdun 
in the Second 
Great Battle 
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aumont Hill, less than four miles from the Vil- 
struggle which centred around Fort Douau- 


{Photos © by Underwooa &¢ Underwood.) 
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A view over the beautiful plains of the Woevre, to the east of Verdun, from which the Germans advanced during the 


second week in March. 





























the Cote de Meuse in the peninsula made by the 


Samogneux, north of Verdun. 
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The most recent available photograph of the Village of Verdun, showing a bridge over the Meuse in the distance 
and the cathedral on the heights. 
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Fort Douaumont and Douaumont Village, Where 
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Fort Douamont, which lies less than four miles north of 
summit of achievement in the German offensive against the V d 
inates the Bezanvaux Plateau northeast of Verdun; it was reg 
Again and again the Germans threw heavy assaults against th 
tered into shapeless ruins by the shells from their big guns, 
also hold most of the ruins of the fort; whether the French sti 
statements conflict on this point. The artist has shown the 
Most of the large guns in Fort Douamont had been removed by? 








Entrance to the old masonry fort at Douaumont. 
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le village of Verdun and a little to the east, represents the 
‘dun front. Douamont crowns a hill 1,200 feet high, and dom- 
tded as one of the main defensive works of the outer circle. 
st thifort and the village beneath it, both of which had been bat- 
guns Finally the village was wholly occupied by the Germans, who 
h sti have a foothold on the position is not definite, as the official 
‘the ry of the German bombardment breaking on the two positions. 
1d byfhe French long before the battle. 
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A glimpse of the bastions of the concrete works. 
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Out of the Storm of the Verdun Trenches 
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Fortunate to have been taken! The first German prisoners taken by the French in the 
great Verdun battle, exhausted but alive and unhurt, being marched to the French rear. 


(Photo © International News Service.) 
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French Poilus who have been serving constantly in the trenches in front of Verdun receiving soup at a 


kitchen a little behind the fighting line for themselves and for their comrades still on the firing line, 
(Medem Photo Service.) 
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To Guard American Rights in Mexican Waters 








_The United States battleship Kentucky, which . reported great uneasiness among the American resi- 
sailed from Galveston last week under sealed orders dents owing to the tense feeling between themselves 
for Tampico, Mexico, in order to protect American and the natives. This recent picture of the Kentucky 


j * ° . ° 
nterests at that port, where recent dispatches have (press feivaiias Oo.) gives an unusual view of her broadside battery. 
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Over the Mexican Border 
in’ Pursuit of Vita 














Just before crossing; the 8th U. S. Infantry in Gen. 
Pershing’s column at the international boundary. 
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United States Army Areo Squadron, which has accompanied the punitive 
expedition into Mexico, doing scout work and searching for Villa’s forces. 








On Mexican soil, 75 miles from the border; 
- a brief rest in the desert. 


(Photos from Underwood & Underwood.) 
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Austrian Preparations on the Isonzo Front 


















































In the hills running back of the Italo-Austrian war front along the Isonzo; these Austrian engineers are constructing a new telephone or L 
, telegraph line to keep their trenches linked with headquarters during the new Spring drive against 
Gorizia which the Italians have already started. (Photo © International Film Service.) 
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French Fighters Are Now Used to Poison Ga 

















Having received notice that the enemy was seen preparing for an offensive with poison 


gas, these French fighters of the first line have put on their improvised masks. 
(Photo from Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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asphyxiating gas. He is now giving an alarm with an autorrobile 


siren horn (Official French Photographs Supplied by Riley.) 


A French sentry in a first line trench has prepared for the An inspection of French masked 
their users. 


troops before action; the 
various masks of nondescript varieties give a weird appearance to 
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s Masks 
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The Kern, in the Plezzo District, north Isonzo Valley. 





Italian Guns, Gorizia, and 


ORIZIA is, or was before it was 
pretty well smashed to bits by 
the big Italian guns, one of the 

prettiest little towns in the whole Aus- 
trian Empire; one of the towns, of 
which Salzburg is the type, which, in 
the Middle Ages, gathered under the 
shelter of a lofty pyramid of rock on 
which a powerful robber baron had 
built his fortress. Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, has much the same character, and, 
in many ways, with its big castle on the 
top of a pile of rock, and set in hills, it 
is the prototype of either Salzburg or 
Gorizia. 

The great castle of the old Counts of 
Gorizia was used as a barrack until the 
time the war between Austria and Italy 
broke out. The old town of Gorizia 
clusters upon and around the wooded 
Castle Hill; it is thoroughly Italian in 
architecture, color, and speech — the 
streets all have distinctively Italian 
names, like Piazza Catterini and the 
modern Piazza Edmondo di Amicis; and 
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By Charles Johnston 


Mt. Rombon, north of the Plezzo, on the line of the Italian advance. 
(Photo from Paul Thompson.) 
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the Carso 


Italian was the language one heard in 
the streets. The town itself is thar- 
oughly Italian in type, with narrow 
arcaded streets that recall the streets 
of Genoa. 

On the west side of the hill, over- 
looking the southward-flowing stream 
of the now world-famous Isonzo, is the 
old cathedral, the Duomo as they call it 
in the Italian fashion, built in the four- 
teenth century and rebuilt in the eigh- 
teenth. The most interesting thing 
about it is the treasury which contains 
old Romanesque remains from the near- 
by Roman city of Aquileia. Aquileia 
was founded about 200 B. C. and had 
half a dozen centuries of prosperous 
life, until the coming of Attila, toward 
the close of the fifth century of our era, 
drove the inhabitants out. They fled 
across the head of the Adriatic to the 
islands of the Lagoon, and there built 
Venice, the Adriatic’s future queen. 

Gorizia has also a Jesuit church of 
the seventeenth century, with one of the 














































onion-shaped dotnes one sees all over 
this part of Austria, and which the Ger- 
man-speaking Austrians call “ Jesuiten- 
Zwiebel.” 
Franciscan convent on a nearby hill. 
But the most delightful thing in the 
little castellated city was the public 
garden, with its abundance of palm 
trees, magnolias, myrtles, oleanders, 
and all through Winter as well as in 
the Summer months lovely with many- 
colored roses. The wonderfully mild 
climate that made this garden possible 
was one of the things that made Gorizia 
such a popular Winter resort. 

The Carso Plateau, or, as the Aus- 
trians call it, the Karst, is one of the 
most curious and forbidding regions in 
Europe. It was once an upland moor, 
covered with soil and pine trees, but the 
thriftless, destructive natives of the up- 
lands cut all the trees away for fire- 
wood and planted no others in theit 
stead. The result was that the tor- 
rential rains presently washed away 
the thin carpet of soil, leaving only 
gray, desolate limestone rocks which 
were split and powdered by frost and 
sun and rain. So the Carso is now a 
wilderness, scantily sprinkled with 
heath, and with here and there a 
stunted pine tree eking out a scanty 
livelihood in some cleft of the gray rock. 

But there is an extraordinary com- 


There is, or was, also a 


pensation for all this desolate waste in 
the marvelous grottos, which the rain, 


‘percoiating through millenniums, has 


carved out, in certain places in the 
limestone, and notably at Adelsberg, 
some twenty-five miles southeast of the 
city of Gorizia. The prevailing tints of 
these subterranean halls and palaces, 
which run for six or seven miles be- 
neath the hills, and which have their 
own system of electric lighting, and 
even a trolley line, are the snow-white 
of limestone stalagmites and stalactites, 
with here and there a wash of rose- 
color or a golden yellow. On feast days 
there are public dances in some of the 
larger halls, to which the population 
gathers from many miles around, and 
where you can see the wonderfully at- 
tractive peasant costumes that still lin- 
ger in so many Austrian nooks and cor- 
ners, from the Tyrol to the Hungarian 
border. 

Should the Italians get possession 
of Gorizia, thus driving out the Aus- 
trian invaders who have been there 
since the fifteenth century, they will 
presently have another race problem on 
their hands, hardly less acute and dif- 
ficult. For. while the town is Italian 
in form, in color, in speech, the country 
round, and especially the hills are popu- 
lated by Slavs of pure blood and pure 
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Italian Generals making observations 
from a lofty post in the heights northwest 
of Gorizia. 
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speech—which any one who knows Rus- 
sian can immediately understand and 
whose speakers can likewise understand 
Russian in their turn. Indeed, far as 
Gorizia is from Russia, its speech is 
much closer to that of Moscow, let us 
say, than is the speech of Liverpool to 
the dialect of Glasgow. 

The Slavs—for they keep the old na- 
tional name, though the Austrians call 
them Slovenes—still cling to Old 
World ways, like big patriarchal fam- 
ilies gathered in a single large abode, 
the most vigorous male member exer- 
cising unquestioned authority over 
all the others, handling all property 
and apportioning the work. The 
girls have no property but the trous- 
seaux they spin and weave and em- 
broider for themselves—and they make 
charming, many colored dresses and 
aprons and kerchiefs—and once they 
are wedded they share the fate of all 
primitive women; they have to work 
like slaves, whether in the fields or in 
their houses. But these southern Slav- 
yane, or Slavs, as they call themselves, 
are gay, light-hearted folk, very honest, 
very hospitable, and they will raise 
their own race question, whether 
against Austrians or Italians, in the 
time to come. 

CHARLES JOHNSTON. 















































Austrian troops transporting guns by moonlight over the surface of one of the glaciers on the Austro-ltalian fighting line. 
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When Russian and Austrian Are in Contact 























Having finished their own mid-day meal these big fellows of a Russian East Galician regiment 
have refilled the huge rice pots and are cooking dinner for their Austrian prisoners. 
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No evidence of hard feeling here! Austrian prisoners and their Russian captors indulge in a good natured game 


of tug-of-war in the courtyard of a Russian military barracks where the Austrians have been concentrated. 
(Medem Photo Service.) 
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On the Trail of the Teuton in the East 



































Electrical works on a river in Russia after the bombardment by 
German guns; German troops are seen occupying the ruins. 
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Felled by a huge shell in the fighting east of Warsaw-—-a tree in the zone where Teuton and Russian fought for Slonim. 
4 (Photos from Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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The Spirit of the Warring Nations Expressed in Popular 
Postcards—XII. English and German 














An English postcard of one of their allies’ forces— 
the 27th Russian Dragoons. 





